



Dear Students,

Welcome to 8th grade Social Studies! I hope you are ready to be the leaders of the school and positive examples for your younger peers! 

This will be an important year for you, as we will be learning material that will be the foundation for the courses you will take in high school. Accordingly, I have high expectations for our class. You will probably have greater personal responsibilities for your academic work than you are used to, but with teamwork, positive attitudes, discipline and determination, I know we will all achieve great success! 
The following is an overview of my classroom and course expectations. Please be sure that you and your parents/guardians carefully read over this information and return a signed copy of the Course Agreement at the end of this syllabus.

I look forward to a wonderful year!

~Nancy Rapp~
Course Description:

The title for the 8th grade curriculum is: North Carolina and the United States: Creation and Development of the State and Nation. As we learn the history of our state and country, we will be:
· Constructing graphs, charts and narratives to explain events or issues

· Conducting research with primary and secondary sources

· Analyzing and discussing the causes and effects of important events 

· Debating various historical perspectives

· Discovering the many cultures and groups that have influenced history and society

· Evaluating what it means to be a citizen 

Classroom Rules:
Class time is invaluable, thus, students are expected to arrive each day on time and prepared. Additionally, all assignments are important, and grades will be reduced on work that is late, incomplete and/or missing a name. Specific rules/procedures will be discussed in class, but in general, students will succeed if they participate, are respectful, and show me that they are giving their best effort.  
Classroom Materials:
A 3-ring binder for class notes—This should have pockets for worksheets; otherwise you must provide a folder.
Loose-leaf paper

A marble notebook, spiral notebook or binder for a classroom journal—This must be used for Social Studies ONLY 
Pens—both black or blue AND red pens

Pencils

Index Cards

**Optional materials include post-it notes and highlighters**

Absences:

If a student is absent from class, he/she must make up all work within 5 days of his/her return to school. If work is turned in after the 5 day mark, it will lose a letter grade for each day that it is late. Special consideration will, however, be given in extreme circumstances.

Communication:
Parents may contact me through my school e-mail at rappn@davie.k12.nc.us or by the school’s phone number: 336-751-5941. 

Course Agreement:

Please sign and return this form to acknowledge that you read and understand the syllabus as soon as possible. Once I have recorded that the student has returned the agreement, the student is to place the syllabus in the front of his/her binder. 

______________________________            _______________________________

Student Signature




Date

______________________________            _________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature 



Date

________________________________________

Parents & Guardians, please provide an e-mail address so I may contact you and provide student/classroom updates.
