Nancy Rapp								

UNIT TOPIC: The Civil War 
SUB-TOPIC: The End of the Civil War--Surrender of the Troops
DURATION: 2 Class Periods

Desired Learning Outcomes:
The learner will understand how and why North Carolina/General Johnston surrendered to the Union/General Sherman. 

The learner will discuss and debate the points of view of the Union and the Confederacy during the settlement negotiations. 

The learner will compose an editorial referring to the surrender at Bennett Place. 

Essential/real world question from the learning objectives:		
How was North Carolina instrumental to the end of the Civil War? 

Assessed NCSCOS goals and objectives:
Competency Goal 4: The learner will examine the causes, course, and character of the Civil War and Reconstruction, and their impact on North Carolina and the nation.
Objectives:
4.02: Describe the political and military developments of the Civil War and analyze their effect on the outcome of the war.
4.03: Assess North Carolina's role in the Civil War and analyze the social and economic impact of the war on the state.
4.04: Evaluate the importance of the roles played by individuals at the state and national levels during the Civil War and Reconstruction Period.

Addressed CCSS goals and objectives:
Writing Standard 1: 1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

Learner prior knowledge/ learner background experiences:
The children will be nearing the end of their unit on the Civil War. Most recently, they will have discussed the Battle of Bentonville, the assassination of President Lincoln and the surrender at Appomattox. 

Instruction:
Part 1
The first portion of the lesson will pertain to the students learning the events that occurred at Bennett Place. During this time, I will primarily lecture to the students, yet frequently pause for comprehension and discussion questions. (See the Assessment section for more detail.) The children will receive copies of the terms of the settlement agreements and will also view pictures of Bennett Place found at http://www.civilwaralbum.com/misc3/bennett_nc1.htm. 

Part 2
The next portion of the lesson will be the composition of newspaper articles in the computer lab. The children will be told that they are to pick a partner and write an editorial discussing the events at Bennett Place. The editorial will state whether or not the surrender should have occurred or if the agreement was fair, and the children will be able to choose their side. They will receive a rubric outlining how the article will be scored. (See the Assessment section for more detail.)  


Assessment
I will be assessing the children’s understanding of the material at various points throughout the lesson. During my lecture, I will frequently pause to ask comprehension and discussion questions. Comprehension questions would serve as review and also show me that the children understand what I am teaching. Examples would be: “Who can tell me what event occurred a few days before April 17th 1865?” and “Looking at the sheet in front of you, how does North Carolina benefit from this agreement?” Discussion questions would provide the children with a chance to consider varying perspectives to the surrender and also allow for some critical thinking. Questions would include: “Turn to your partner and consider why you think Johnston would disobey Jefferson Davis. We’ll share answers in a couple of minutes.” and “Do you think the terms of the agreement were fair? Why or why not?” 		

The second area of assessment would be the editorials. With this writing sample, I will be able to see how well the children understood the events of the surrender and whether or not they were able to critically analyze what transpired. The assignment would be graded out of 16 points—the same grade for each child in the pairing--and the rubric would read: 

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Presence of Historical Facts
	Either no research was done or it was not clear that the author used it in the editorial. 
	Author researched the subject and used 1 "tidbit" from their research into the editorial.
	Author researched the subject and included 2 "tidbits" from their research into the editorial.
	Author researched the subject and included 3 or more "tidbits" from their research into the editorial.

	Accuracy of Facts
	No facts are reported accurately OR no facts were reported.
	One fact is reported accurately.
	Almost all facts are reported accurately.
	All supportive facts are reported accurately.

	Clarity of Writing
	Does NOT write clearly most of the time AND/OR the editorial is difficult to understand. 
	Writes clearly most of the time and the point of view is somewhat apparent.
	Writes clearly all of the time and the point of view is unambiguous.
	The editorial is written clearly, the point of view is visibly expressed and the opinion is explained with supporting details.

	Grammar & Spelling
	There are many spelling and grammar errors.
	The student makes two or more significant grammatical or spelling errors.
	Student makes only one or two minor grammatical or spelling errors.
	Student does not make any significant spelling or grammar errors.



Lastly, the children would be able to demonstrate their understanding of the lesson within the debate. I will make sure that each child contributes, and will prompt the debate if the children begin to struggle in vocalizing their opinion.

Wrap-Up and Reflection by the Students
The last aspect of this lesson will be an informal debate. The children will divide up around the room based on the position they took for their article. (The sides will need to be matched up somewhat evenly, thus, the children may need to volunteer for other positions.) I will serve as moderator and try to maintain a point/counterpoint format as the children decide whether or not Johnston should have surrendered and if the terms of his agreement with Sherman were fair.   
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