

Nancy Rapp


My educational philosophy can be summarized with a quote by educator Paulo Freire. He 
stated:
Education either functions as an instrument which is used to facilitate integration of the younger generation into the logic of the present system and bring about conformity or it becomes the practice of freedom, the means by which men and women deal critically and creatively with reality and discover how to participate in the transformation of the world. 
I believe that schools should continuously strive to expand how children learn and apply their knowledge. Teachers must incorporate technology to make lessons relevant and stimulating and also encourage students to perform deep critical thinking as well as creative thinking. Students should develop their own educational experiences with teachers facilitating the learning environment for them to do so. Lastly, students must learn and respect the culture of others in order to form a more harmonious society. With cultural awareness, constructivism and the use of technology, the education of a child can transform from today’s standards to a more beneficial 21st century perspective. 
The need for 21st century classrooms stems largely from the transformation of our students. As author Marc Prensky commented in his 2001 article, Digital Natives, Digital Immigrants:

Today’s students are no longer the people our educational system was designed to teach. [They] have spent their entire lives surrounded by and using computers, videogames, digital music players, video cams, cell phones, and all the other toys and tools of the digital age. Computer games, email, the Internet, cell phones and instant messaging are integral parts of their lives. 
Indeed, today’s children receive a saturation of technological mediums, but teachers often do not employ this knowledge in the classroom. To not include these technological means must seem backwards to even the youngest of students. It is impractical, for example, to teach children to use reference books when they can find information in a matter of seconds using the internet. Similarly, a child will be quite bored with the use of pen and paper for writing when he is adept at using his computer. That is not to say that penmanship and the value of books is something to cast aside. Rather, technology and traditional skills should both be taught. For instance, have children handwrite letters but use online blogs for reflections. The use of technology does not have to be expansive to the point that every child has a computer or the latest digital device. Simply integrating technology whenever possible is enough to keep the lessons stimulating. 

Furthermore, the learning environment and the role of teachers have modified in the 21st century by incorporating the practice of constructivism. Constructivism states that students are responsible for creating their own learning experiences with the teacher as the tour guide on this journey. Discussions, group projects and creative thinking are all part of the educational model. With this approach, students will hopefully become more eager to learn and more engaged in their education. Studies show that enjoyable and interactive lessons cause greater student involvement and pleasure with school. Of course, the teacher must still direct the student learning by managing the classroom effectively and presenting the curriculum in a thorough and understandable manner. Thus, students gain a more hands-on and collaborative environment, but the role of the teacher as leader of the classroom remains in place. 
Student engagement and eagerness to learn are among my most valued goals as a teacher. As a child, I adored attending school. Everything about a new school year was exhilarating. I loved picking my course schedule, enjoyed conversing with my teachers, and was self-motivated to earn the highest grades possible. As a high school student, my decision to become a teacher was solidified. At that time, I realized that I wanted to remain in that school environment for as long as possible. In college, however, I discovered that my aspiration to be a teacher was also driven by my immense desire to learn. At Wake Forest, I was consistently overwhelmed with my class options. There were simply too many courses that piqued my interest. Without fail, I sought to take more classes than my schedule permitted, and I took many more courses than I needed to graduate. To this day, I relish the opportunity to learn something new—whether it be by reading a book, watching a documentary or taking courses. 

Despite my intense enjoyment of learning, I realize that many people, especially children, do not feel the same way. It pains me greatly when children refer to learning as “boring” or when they express their hatred of reading. I strongly believe that everyone could be motivated to learn if they are exposed to the right setting. In schools, lessons should be taught with a multitude of mediums to garner student interest. Teachers must educate their students with a passion for the subject matter. It is certainly true that not every subject or piece of information will be fascinating, but aspects such as real world applications and inquiry learning can enhance the experience. Instilling an enjoyment of learning in students is perhaps my strongest motivation to be a teacher and I will certainly gauge my success in the profession based on my results in this area.


Lastly, 21st century classrooms must emphasize current events and culture in order for the students to gain a deeper understanding of the world around them. Factors such as gender, language, religion, ethnicity and race dramatically impact who we are as Americans, thus, students should be exposed to these factors at a young age. If children learn to understand and appreciate each other’s culture, perhaps greater notions of tolerance and respect will spread throughout society. Children’s literature can be a useful device in guiding these lessons as well as internet resources such as student news and communication with other countries. Diversity can also be experienced at a local level. The students themselves will have a wide variety of cultural backgrounds as well as the town around them. Teachers should encourage the children to discuss the various aspects of culture that impact their life and engage in local events like group dinners, festivals and charity events. Families can also contribute to and attend these events, thus expanding the implications of diversity to more than just the students. 

As a teacher, I will incorporate all that I discussed into my classroom. My students would be key contributors to how lessons and projects are planned, yet I would guide them to expanding their knowledge to their utmost potential. My students would use technology and learn about the world around them beyond the standard curriculum. I would strive to create an atmosphere of relevant learning with an emphasis on creativity and participation. I would also work with other teachers and parents to help expand 21st century teaching and learning to other classrooms and the home. Overall, I want to provide the best educational experience for my students and believe that incorporating 21st century techniques is the key to my success. 
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